Advocacy
advocacy in action

Priorities for 2010
by Cynthia A. Smith, JD, MS
Every other year CHADD’s public policy committee oversees revisions to the
organization’s public policy agendas. Posted prominently on the website, the two agendas—
one addressing the needs of children and the other of adults—set out CHADD’s position
and parameters for advocacy work for the next two years. Given the ever-changing nature
of public policy, in the late fall the public policy department decides on specific priorities
for the following year based on what appears to be feasible within the political climate. In
2010, CHADD’s advocacy work will focus on the activities described below.
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law still need to issue regulations. CHADD’s
public policy department will continue to
monitor developments to ensure that the
parity law is implemented as Congress intended, and that children and adults with
AD/HD received equitable treatment by insurance companies covered by the new law.
Support at the state level when needed for
“open” formularies rather than “closed”
formularies. An open formulary allows health
plans to pay for all FDA-approved medications
at physician and family/consumer decision
without arbitrary health plan limits or health
plan preferences for one medication in a class
over all other medications in the same class.
Support for provisions in the implementation of healthcare reform legislation that focus on increasing access to
and availability of the children’s mental
health professional workforce, the integration of physical and mental health (including medical homes and electronic medical
records), increased family and consumer
involvement in informed medical decision making, and concrete activities to address disparities in health care, including
race, culture, and disability. For the last
year, the House and the Senate have been
working to overhaul the healthcare system,
and CHADD’s public policy department
will continue to monitor developments
to ensure that children and adults with
AD/HD have access to affordable, equitable
and high-quality healthcare.
Other issues will arise during 2010,
but these are primary issues that we know
CHADD’s public policy department will be
working to address. ●
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Cynthia A. Smith, MS, JD, is CHADD’s public policy specialist.
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