NEURODIVERGENT PARENTS OF
NEURODIVERGENT KIDS AND
TECHNOLOGY STUDY

Are you the parent of a child age 9-17 with a diagnosis
of autism and/or ADHD, living in the US?

And do you also have an autism and/or ADHD diagnosis,
or strongly believe you would qualify for one?

We are researchers at Northeastern University studying
the ethics of emerging technologies for neurodivergent
children (like virtual reality and Al) who need your help!

20 MINUTE ONLINE SURVEY
60 MINUTE ZOOM INTERVIEW

« Answer survey questions For more information, please email:
o Talk about technology

« Receive a $50 Amazon gift card m.alper@
northeastern.edu

IRB #25-03-48




	Meryl Alper
	217 Holmes Hall, 360 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115
	m.alper@northeastern.edu
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	Department of Communication, Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism
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	White Papers and Reports (Non-Peer Reviewed)
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	Dallas Morning News). (Invited Commentary)
	Keynote Addresses
	Alper, M. (2025, October). Supporting neurodivergent learners in a (dis)connected world. Connected Learning Summit, MIT, Cambridge, MA.
	Alper, M. (2023, September). Autistic youth, mental health, and the sociotechnical shaping of sociality. Keynote address at MediaPsych 2023: 13th Biennial Conference of the Media Psychology Division of the German Psychological Society, University of L...
	Alper, M. (2022, September). Supporting mental health among autistic youth in the digital age. Keynote address at 58th Annual Nobel Conference, Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter, MN.
	Alper, M. (2021, March). Critical media access studies: Examining the benefits and limits of accessibility in mediated spaces. Keynote address at Dis-/Abilities and Digital Media, German Research Foundation (DFG) Scientific Network. University of Kons...
	Alper, M. (2019, August). Digital media, youth, and disability. Keynote address at +aprendizajes Conference. Fundación Ceibal, Montevideo, Uruguay.
	Alper, M. (2019, June). Redefining mediated human connections through disability and digital technology. Keynote address at #ScreentimeBU Graduate Student Conference, Division of Emerging Media Studies. Boston University, Boston, MA.
	Alper, M. (2016, April). Universal design for learning. Keynote address at U.S. Department of Education Ready to Learn Grant Advisory Board Meeting. Twin Cities Public Television, Washington, DC.
	Sponsored Panels
	Alper, M. (2018, May). Screen time and the lives of children (with Amy Jordan, Jan Van den Bulck, and Sun Sun Lim, co-panelists). Sponsored session at International Communication Association, Prague, Czech Republic.
	Alper, M. (2017, September). Media for social responsibility: Life with autism spectrum disorder (with Ron Suskind, featured panelist; Tina Caswell, Susanne Bruyere, & Nadine Vogel, co-panelists). Park Distinguished Visitor Series, Park School of Comm...
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	Carleton University, Disability, Accessibility, and Technology: A Critical Disability Studies Discussion Series, Ottawa, ON, Canada (2024, January). (Remote presentation)
	Boston Medical Center, Department of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, Grand Rounds, Boston, MA (2023, December). (Remote presentation)
	University of Surrey, Surrey Sociology Dialogues, Digital Societies Series, Surrey, UK (2023, November). (Remote presentation)
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	Alper, M. (2016, October). The turn to “tween”: An age category and its cultural consequences (panelist; with Marah Gubar, moderator; Tyler Bickford, co-panelist). MIT Communications Forum, Cambridge, MA.
	Sponsored Workshops and Institutes
	2019 Invited Participant (with full funding), Workshop on Disability, Bias, and AI, Microsoft Research and the AI Now Institute, New York, NY.
	2018 Invited Participant (with full funding), Communicating Universal Design, Department of  Design Sciences, Faculty of Engineering, Lund University, Lund, Sweden.
	Ito, M., Alper, M., & Zolyomi, A. (2025, October). Connected learning and neurodiversity: Shared principles and exemplars integrating two asset-based paradigms. Roundtable discussion at Connected Learning Summit, MIT, Cambridge, MA. (Remote presentation)
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	Alper, M. (2025, June). Disability and the ethical disruption of communication technologies. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Theme Session, Denver, CO. (Remote presentation)
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	Alper, M. (2023, May). “I get to earn screens, which is terrible”: Parental mediation and the family context of autistic children’s media use. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, Toronto...
	Alper, M. (2023, May). Beyond “mechanical boys”: Theorizing the affective uses of technology through autistic youth. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Philosophy, Theory and Critique Division, Toronto, Canada. (Remote presenta...
	Alper, M. (2023, May). “They have mythical characters that have mythical abilities like myself”: An ethnographic study of media and identity development in autistic youth. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Popular Media & Cult...
	Alper, M., Rauchberg, J., Simpson, E., Guberman, J., & Feinberg, S. (2023, May). “I’m my own target audience”: Platform affordances and neurodivergent young people’s cultural production on #Autisktok. TikTok and Children Symposium, TikTok Cultures Res...
	Alper, M., Manganello, J., & Colvin, K. (2022, November). Parental mediation of media use among children with disabilities and their siblings during the COVID-19 pandemic. American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA. (Oral presentation)
	Alper, M. (2022, May). “can we be friends? on social media”: A qualitative study of autistic children’s friendships in the digital age. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, Paris, France....
	Alper, M., Jennings, N., & Caplovitz, A. (2021, May). Children living with chronic illness, disability, and the media during the coronavirus crisis. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division. (...
	Alper, M., Mello, S., & Allen, A. A. (2021, May). Doctors’ orders: Examining pediatric media guidance topics and correlates in the context of autistic children. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media...
	Mankoff, J., Alper, A., McDonnell, E., Mack, K., Potluri, V., & Kasnitz, D. (2021, April). Human computer interaction folk have found disability studies: Playing together well! Panel discussion at the Society for Disability Studies Conference (SDS@OSU...
	Alper, M. (2019, May). The cultural politics of “sensory-friendly” mediated spaces. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Activism, Communication and Social Justice Interest Group, Washington, DC.
	Alper, M. (2019, May). Portables, luggables, and transportables: Historicizing the imagined affordances of mobile computing. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Mobile Communication Interest Group, Washington, DC.
	Alper, M., Mello, S., & Allen, A. (2019, May). Physician mediation theory and pediatric media guidance in the digital age: A survey of autism medical and clinical professionals. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Health Communi...
	Allen, A., Alper, M., Shane, H., & Haynes, C. (2018, November). Attitudes & use of screen media in families of children with autism: A survey. American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Annual Convention, Boston, MA.
	Alper, M., Paulsen, K., Hjorth, L., Parisi, D., & Archer, J. (2018, October). On haptics, touch, and the internet. Roundtable panel at the Annual Conference of the Association of Internet Researchers (AoIR), Montreal, QC.
	Alper, M. (2018, August). Disability and digital technology. Special session on “Digital Innovations for Change: Public Sociology in the 21st Century.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA.
	Alper, M. (2018, May). Future talk: Lay theories of technological and other futurities. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, Prague, Czech Republic.
	Allen, A., Alper, M., Shane, H., & Haynes, C. (2017, November). Interprofessional development of a survey exploring mobile technology use among families of children with autism. American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Annual Convention, Los Angel...
	Patel, R., & Alper, M. (2017, November). Giving voice to social communication outcomes in an increasingly diverse & digital age. American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Annual Convention, Los Angeles, CA.
	Alper, M. (2017, August). Disability: Making “sense” of computing through sensory processing disorder and autism. Panel on “Making Sense of Computing: Methods, Uses, and Histories.” Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Boston, MA.
	Alper, M. (2017, May). Hearing synthetic speech as human: Disability, technology, and the politics of listening to computerized voice. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Philosophy, Theory and Critique Division, San Diego, CA. ...
	Alper, M. (2017, May). Keeping voices attached to people: Disability, demagogues, and design in media. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Pre-Conference on Media Justice: Race, Borders, Disability, Data, San Diego, CA.
	Alper, M. (2016, October). The communicative value of recreational media use among children with complex communication needs. Society for Research in Child Development, Special Topic Meeting: Technology and Media in Children’s Development, Irvine, CA.
	Katz, V., Alper, M., & Clark, L. S. (2016, October). Researching children, intersectionality, and diversity in the digital age. Society for Research in Child Development, Special Topic Meeting: Technology and Media in Children’s Development, Irvine, CA.
	Alper, M. (2016, October). Disability, digital media, and the “home technology divide.” Digital Media and Learning Conference, Irvine, CA.
	Alper, M. (2015, June). Networked im/mobility: Infrastructural barriers to school district deployment of iPads as assistive technologies. Digital Media and Learning Conference, Los Angeles, CA.
	Alper, M. (2015, May). “There’s many ways that I know that he can read”: Towards an asset model of childhood disability and children’s media use. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, San ...
	Alper, M. (2014, May). Reconsidering theories of ICT adoption: The case of tablet-based augmentative and alternative communication devices. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Theme Session, Seattle, WA.
	Alper, M. (2014, May). Augmentative, alternative, and assistive: Reimagining mobile communication and disability. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Mobile Communication Pre-Conference, Seattle, WA.
	Alper, M., & Jennings, N. (2013, June). Young children’s positive and negative parasocial relationships with media characters. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, London, UK.
	Alper, M. (2013, May). War on Instagram: Framing mobile photography apps in embedded photojournalism. MIT Media in Transition Conference, Cambridge, MA.
	Alper, M. (2012, March). Promoting emerging new media literacies among young children with blindness and visual impairments. Digital Media and Learning Conference, San Francisco, CA.
	Alper, M. (2011, May). Representations of non-American “foreigners” in American children’s television. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Children, Adolescents and Media Division, Boston, MA. (Top Student Paper Award; Children,...
	2015-2020  U.S. Department of Education, Ready to Learn Grant, “Superhero School: Harnessing the Power of Science, Literacy, and Media”; Grantee: Twin Cities Public Television (Total Cost: $36,765,832; Role: Project Consultant, $10,000 dedicated)
	External (Industry and Federal)
	2025-2029 Australian Research Council, “Disability and Digital Citizenship” (AUD $2,227,221/USD $1,396,668; Lead: Western Sydney University; Role: International Partner Investigator, Non-Salaried)
	2023-2026 Reality Labs Research, “XR for Children Ethics Consortium” ($209,043, Unrestricted Gift; Role: PI) (Project: Exploring the Ethics of XR for Neurodivergent Children)
	2023-2024 Tufts Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI) NIH Clinical and Translational Science Award (UM1TR004398) Small Grants to Advance Translational Science (S-GATS) Program, “Collaborating with the Autism Community to Develop Novel AA...
	Engadget. The enduring myth of the hacker boy-band. May 5, 2017.
	Digg. Can Amazon’s Alexa be your friend? March 31, 2017.
	Tech Insider. If you have over 25 photos on Instagram, you’re no longer cool. May 26, 2016.
	The Verge. You should be reading tween hacker magazines from the 1980s. June 5, 2014.
	Gizmodo. How teen hackers were portrayed in 1980s family magazines. June 5, 2014.
	The Atlantic. In defense of Instagramming conflict in Crimea. March 7, 2014.
	WIRED. Babies and iPads: A new type of discussion. October 20, 2011.
	Courses (Undergraduate unless noted)
	Mobile Communication (19 students); Northeastern: F16 (new course preparation), F17, S18, S19, F19, S22, F22, S23, S25
	Communication, Technology, and Society (19 students); Northeastern: F19 (new course preparation), S20
	Cultures of New Media (25 students); USC: S15
	Junior Faculty Mentorship
	2024-  Smit Desai
	2021-2024 Moira Weigel
	2024-  Veronica Rubinsztain (Co-Advisor with Michael Ann DeVito)
	2023-  Eunju Pak (Co-Advisor with Laura Forlano)
	Doctoral Dissertation Committee Member
	2020-2024 Katherine Prendella (Rutgers University, Ph.D. in Communication)
	2020  Houjiang Liu (Northeastern University, MFA in Experience Design; Reader)
	Other Graduate Program Review and Examination
	2022  Nomy Bitman (Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Department of Communication
	and Journalism, Doctor of Philosophy; Doctoral Thesis Examiner)
	2021  Meg Szydlik (Northeastern University, Graduate Certificate in Digital
	Humanities; Project Reviewer)
	Philosophy; Doctoral Thesis Examiner)
	Advisor, Graduate Practicum Research
	2017  Adesewa Adelekun (Harvard School of Public Health, Master of Public Health)
	2018-2020 Erika Christiansen (Northeastern University, Department of Communication Studies)
	2017-2018 Madison Irons (Northeastern University, Department of Communication Studies)
	Advisor, CAMD Honors in the Discipline
	2025  Meagan Ellis (Northeastern University, Department of Art + Design)
	Advisor, Independent Study
	2024  Tal Benami (Northeastern University, Department of Communication Studies)
	Advisor, Undergraduate Directed Research
	2020  Erika Christiansen (Northeastern University, Department of Communication Studies)
	2016  Danielle Mokarzel (Northeastern University, Department of Communication Studies)
	Advisor, Student Intern
	2024  Ziyu (Linda) Lin (Northeastern University, Undergraduate Health Equity Intern, Institute for
	Health Equity and Social Justice Research)
	2024  Hannah Jackson (Northeastern University, Undergraduate Health Equity Intern, Institute for
	Health Equity and Social Justice Research)
	Health Equity and Social Justice Research)
	2023-2024 Marina Ferreira (Northeastern University, Undergraduate Health Equity Intern, Institute for
	Health Equity and Social Justice Research)
	2022  Sarah Feinberg (Newton High School South, Summer Research Intern)
	University Service
	Professional Society Leadership
	2022-2024 Secretary; Children, Adolescents and Media Division, ICA (Elected)
	2020-2023 Member; ICA Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Access (IDEA) Committee (Invited)
	2019-2020 Member; ICA Inclusion, Diversity, Equity & Access (IDEA) Task Force (Invited)
	2025- Mobile Media & Communication (2023 JCR Impact Factor: 3.1, Q1)
	2022- International Journal of Communication (2023 JCR Impact Factor: 1.9, Q2)
	2019- New Media & Society (2023 JCR Impact Factor: 4.5, Q1)
	2019- Journal of Children and Media (2023 JCR Impact Factor: 2.1, Q2)
	2022  MIT Press
	2020  MIT Press, Polity
	2019  Bloomsbury

